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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 

I 
t is that time of the year when we start to see the cold, 
ice and snow.  Once again, our teachers have created 
and posted lessons online for “snow days” 6, 7 and 8. 
Once our district has cancelled school 5 days over the 

course of the year, your student will need to complete 
“online calamity day lessons.”  You can find these calamity day lessons on our 
District home page and on the Middle School home page. On the district 
home page simply click on the Resources tab, then click on “For Students” and 
scroll down to Calamity Day Lessons, then click on Middle School lessons. 
On the Middle School home page click on Students and scroll down to the 
Calamity Day Lessons link.  Once you are at this point, your student will need 
to find the classes they are in and click on those folders for those classes to find 
the assignments for each class. 

If we miss school for days 6, 7 and 8 we will utilize the calamity day lessons. 
Students will have two weeks to complete the work and they do not need to 
print off all of the materials. They may use their own notebook paper to com-
plete the assignments. If your child does not have internet access they will be 
allowed to get material at school on the next school day we are in session.  

Also, with the weather turning cold, there is a chance that recess could be 
held inside at times.  If it isn’t too cold, students will still head outside for 
recess but they will need to have proper winter attire.  A coat and long pants 
are needed to make sure we keep our students warm and safe. 

Please know that we are here to help you and your student any way we can.  If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the Middle School office 

or your student's teacher and we will answer any question you may have.  

Thank you and stay warm and safe this winter!  

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

December Important Dates: 

 

4:   After School Detention  
      Jr. Hi. Basketball Games with 
      Bellefontaine 5:30pm 
6:   Jr. Hi. Boys Basketball with 
      Urbana 5:30pm 

7:  Study Tables & Art Club until  
     4:30pm 
      Jr. Hi. Girls Basketball with 
      Urbana 5:30pm 
      Jr. Hi. Logan County Wrestling 
      Invitational 5:30pm 

8:  8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip  
      Deposit Due 

      8th Grade STEM to Bloom 

9:  Jr. Hi. Aqua Fall Wrestling  
      Invitational 10am     
11: Jr. Hi. Basketball Games with 
       Northwestern 5:30pm 
12: After School Detention  

      Winter Band Concert in Gym  
      7pm 

13: Spelling Bee Assembly 9am 

14: Study Tables 
       Jr. Hi. Basketball Games with 
       Indian Lake 5:30pm  

18: Jr. Hi. Basketball Games with 
       Graham 5:30pm 
       BOE Meeting 7pm   
19: After School Detention 
       Winter Choir Concert  
       (5th & 6th Grades) 6:30pm  
       (7th & 8th Grades) 7:30pm 
       H.S. Auditorium 
21: Study Tables & Art Club until   
       4:30pm 
       Jr. Hi. Basketball Games with 
       Shawnee 5:30pm 

22: End of 2nd Nine Weeks &  
       1st Semester  
       2 hr. Early Release 

 

December 25-29: Winter Break -No 
School 

January 1-5: Winter Break— No 
School 

 

  

 



Every Student Every Day! 

Student Council News …. 
 

T 
he Student Council has been busy during the beginning of the school year. We have had many BLASTs 
(Benjamin Logan After School Theater) where students have had opportunities to watch movies, play 
games, and see friends outside of the traditional school setting. During that time, students have 
bought concessions that help pay for school dances and activities, as well as help sponsor a student  

attend the Washington DC Trip.   
 
We also had a successful spirit week where students dressed up for Homecoming, and donated 50 cents to dress 
up each day. All the money collected, $437, was donated to the American Red Cross to help with Hurricane  
Relief. Recently, we just completed Novem-beard where male staff members grew out their beards. This time, 
students donated 25 cents to vote for their favorite beard. All money collected, $160, will be donated to the 
Belle Center Food Pantry.  
 
This year, Student Council have also been advocating for the middle school students like never before. In our 
monthly meetings, student have brought up issues and concerns that students have in the building. Those issues 
have been discussed and debated, and shared with building administration, in an attempt to improve our school. I 
thank the Student Council members for their hard work and dedication to Student Council and to the students 
they represent.  
 
Mr. Wolf - Student Council Advisor 
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

… personalizing 
learning in order to 

show growth 
depending on each 
student's unique 
learning needs. 

I 
n sixth grade ELA, students have been diving deep into the theme of ‘Dealing with Disas-
ters’.  Within this theme students have gained knowledge in their Literary Learning Tar-
gets, Writing Learning Targets, and Informational Learning Targets. Students have read 
many literary texts in which they determined static and dynamic characters and were able 

to identify character traits directly and indirectly. Students have been breaking down several 
nonfiction texts in order to find the central idea and supporting details, as well as finding text-
based evidence to answer essential questions. In addition, writing targets were geared toward 
summarizing both literary and informational texts. Students recently finished compiling all of 
the facts they researched about a disaster they chose and used that information to write an in-
formative essay. 

One thing that we are proud of in our classroom is that each student has taken ownership in 

their learning process. Students and teachers alike have been working on determining where 

students’ current understanding of concepts are and personalizing learning in order to show 

growth depending on each student's unique learning needs. Identifying where students are has 

been determined based on the target practices and other formative assessments used in the 

classroom.  We look forward to all of the learning that is to come in sixth grade ELA, and we 

can’t wait to show the growth of knowledge that each student gains this year!  

ELA: Mrs. Peterson & Mrs. Lee 

Math: Mrs. Weyant 

S 
ixth grade math students have been busy integrating 
technology into their studies. The students are using 
many new programs to learn, review and extend cur-
rent and previously learned math skills.  Some of the 

programs are Kahoot, Plickers, Khan Academy, Math Antics and 
Prodigy. The students love to play games which is a great way to 
practice math skills. The Prodigy website game is a huge hit with 
the students!  They want to play Prodigy all of the time. It is 
great technology resource because it can be aligned with the 
standards and skills the students study in sixth grade. In addition, 
the students practice all math operations using the program 
called Xtra Math. Many students have completed all four math 
operations on the program already this year which is awesome. 
Xtra Math helps with math fluency which is extremely important 
when solving mathematical problems. Math is way less frustrat-
ing when computation is fluent.  
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

Math: Mrs. Forsythe 

I 
n Mrs. Forsythe’s 6th grade math class we have been learning about how our brain is like a muscle and it gets more 
capable the more we work it.  Doing hard things is good for us and makes our brains stronger.  We are learning 
that having a growth mindset, and sticking with something that is difficult builds grit, as most difficult tasks take 
hard work and practice.   

To put all this into action, we have taken on the challenge of learning to juggle.  We have learned that juggling is hard, 

and takes a lot of practice!  Students who have put time and effort into practicing the skill have gotten pretty good.   

Juggling is a great combination of physical activity, brain stimulation, visual stimulation and joy of success.  It builds our 

focus muscles through regular practice and a built-in rewards system, not to mention the benefits of eye-hand coordina-

tion, good posture, and stress relief.  Juggling also promotes chance taking and lowers the fear of failure.  As we prac-

tice, we drop a lot of balls.  This gets us used to road blocks and makes us want to try harder to reach our goals, which 

is a great skill to have in life. 
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

T 
he 2017-2018 school year is off to a great start. In Mr. Penwell’s science classes stu-
dents started off the year with a pretest to see what each student already knew about 
6th grade science. This information helps to determine the depth that we need to go 
on topics with individual students and how to differentiate their instruction to insure 

every student is challenged. After taking a few days to get acquainted, learn names, and clarify 
the expectations, we dove right in to the content.   

We started the year with a unit discussing the characteristics of science. Students where taught 
how to evaluate scientific explanations and the difference between science and pseudoscience as 
well as the characteristics that most scientist have in common.  

Next, we covered a unit on nonrenewable energy resources and renewable energy resources. We discussed the 
pros and cons of each. Overall, the students were very engaged in the unit and were especially interested in the re-
newable resources portion as they seem to realize that the renewable energy industry is growing very quickly. We 
wrapped the unit up by taking a small solar panel outside and using it to produce electricity to run a fan, a light and 
a small electric motor.  

We just finished a unit on minerals and are getting ready to cover rocks and the rock cycle. We still have many  
topics to cover before the end of the year so we will continue to stay busy. As always, if you ever have questions  
or concerns, please contact me by phone (937 -599-2386), by email (penwellk@benjaminlogan.org), or in  
person.  

Science: Mr. Penwell 

Social Studies: Mr. Shadley 

S 
tudents in Mr. Shadley’s social studies classes started the year off exploring various parts of the world.  
The students used tools such as Google Earth and various online maps to explore the world and to locate 
places using latitude and longitude.  We were able to take advantage of Google Earth street view.  The 
students really enjoyed this aspect because they were able to see places in the world that are unfamiliar 
and untraveled to them.   

Next, the students moved into physical and cultural regions.  We looked at criteria such as landforms, climate, 
economy and population to identify the different regions.  Following this topic, the students investigated how 
our physical environment influences our human needs (transportation, recreation, shelter, food and clothing).  
The students learned that when the physical environment can’t meet our human needs we modify it to meet our 
needs.  When, we do this there are consequences that were unplanned that come up such as pollution.  

Prior to Thanksgiving break, the students learned the factors that cause people, products or ideas to move from 
one place to another.  For example, the recent hurricanes that struck various parts of the 
United States forced people to leave their homes to seek safety.  This would be considered 
an environmental factor.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Shadley at 937-599-2386 or 

by email: shadleyt@benjaminlogan.org 
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Mrs. Jennifer Davis:  6th Grade Art 

Created by:  Kayleigh Zedlitz 

Created by:  Micah Musser 

Created by:  Mylee Boysel Created by:  Libby Siefring 

Created by:  Jacob Roth 

Created by:  Noah Banks 
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6th Grade Technology 

Mrs. Jenkins 

Paint: Elevator Crowd Drawing 

Created by: Kamrym Ridge 
Paint: Elevator Crowd Drawing 

Created by: Triston Dilich 

Sweet Home 3D 

Created by: Max Birt 

Paint: Elevator Crowd Drawing 

Created by: Autumn Kleismit 

Sweet Home 3D 

Created by: Kaylie Neal Sweet Home 3D 

Created by:  Ben Chamberlain 


